Orthopedic surgeons investigated the capacity of patient warming devices to disrupt the ultra-clean airflow system, comparing the effects of Bair Hugger® forced-air warming and HotDog® conductive fabric warming on operating theatre ventilation during simulated hip replacement and lumbar spinal procedures using a mannequin as a patient. Infection data covering 2.5 years and 1437 patients were reviewed to determine whether joint infection rates were associated with the patient warming device used.
